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DATI�. 

18!Jl 
Febrnnry 10 .. .." 10 ... . 

" �fj •••. 

Murch fl .•.••••• 
Mnrch n ........ 
Mnrch �a.
May r) ...... . ..
1\Iny 7 ...... . .. 
::'\lny 17 ........ . 
l\Iay :11) .... , .. .. 

Anton We11ge11lmch •. 
11obort Lind .... . 
Alfred .McQ.nold ..... . 
John Klllo11 ...•..... 
,John Doognn ....•... 
\Vnlter Lloyd ....... .. 
John 0, D 1ir vnr, ... .. 
Wm. John Hcetl .•.... 
lMwnr<l Jn11101:1 . 
,J11111m1 Hnaly ....... .. 

,June 6 .. .... ,Jerry nownoy ....... . 
,l11110 :.!8 . . . . . . • . nnruot 'l'homal'<., .•.. . 

July 11. ........ J\tnt Klemlln ...... . 
Jilly 12 ......... ,John Oo1:1tn ......... . 

Sept<.'mhor 8 ... 
Soptemhor fl ••. 
October 2 ..... 
Octobo1· 8, 
Oc1obor 12 .... . 
Oc1obo1· ll'i ..... . 
October· 15 ..••. 
Novoml,or :.l .. 
Novomher 3 .. 

Cla111lo 'l'1mlovll lo ... . 
Hugh I'. linnrnlty ... . 
Mkl11t0l �opp ....... . 
Wm. ,T. Cloyl•ns ...... . 
Oomlnlc rifogJhmmy. 
Patrick Adams ...... . 
'l'homni, Slewart .... .. 
Chnrlei; ::Slokor ...... . 
J1111101, 0. DOllll!'I). ... 

Novombor 8 .. Wllllnm J\lnrtin ...... . 
November a .. l'ntrlck 1\111lllgn11 ... .. 
Novomher 8 .. ,Jnmo• 0, ::-nlllvnn ... . 
Novom' or 8 .. . Jnmei; Honch .. , . .... . 
November 8 .. Chal'101, M. r<:vnns ... . 
November :l .. l\llch1wl ,l\lcli:voy .... . 
Nornmhor 3 .. DonnlR 8l11u1gh1101,H,1y. 
November 8 .. John Wlchlo ........ . 
November 20 . . John E1,kolo ....... .. 

LIST OF FATAL ACCIDENTS. 

l.owlt:1 nn<l Clnrko. 
O. i,cndo .......... . 
::illvnr !low ...... . 
lll•nvcrhend ...... . 
D1?<'r Lo,lgo . ... . 
Pnrk .... . : .... . . 
Lewis 111111 t 'lnrko. 

II 

Sllvor Bow ..... : : 
" 
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Drum Lummon ...................... . 
Sand Coulee ............ ............. .. 
Onmbetta .... ........ ... ..... .... .. 
< :leopal rn,... . . . . . . . . ............... . 
EnAtGr1111lt0 ............ ............ . 
Hocky Fork Coal Mino No. ti ....... .. 
Dl'l1'II Ln , mon .................... . 
E111plre. ... .. . .......... , ......... . 
Vnlc111: .· ... ...... ............... .. ... . 
SIi Yer Bow J\11110 ................... .. 

Ocuu1·AT10 

Station 'l'cnder 
Con! ;\liner .. . 
J\Ilnor ....... . 
'fimbel'lnnn .. 
�1lnor ......•. 
Con) Minor ... 
Day Laborer .. 
l\Ilner ....... . 

" 
" 

Deer Lo,li.:e,.... •. Jll-Metnlllc .... .................... .. " 
" Sllv,•r . 011· .. • . • • • En�t Uoln�a ......................... . 

Pnrk ............ .. 
.. 

J\ll1,i;:011 ln ........ . 
Dcor Lo,Jg-o ..... .. 
Sl.w1· Bow ...... . 
llenvorhen,l ...... 
D1wr Lo,Jgo ...... . 
l'nrk...... . ..... . 
" 
" 

Hod,y Fork ('0111 Min(' ........... ... Con! Minor .. . 
Llvlng�ton ( ·11111 nn<I ( oko Co. Mino. " .. . 

Cnrlow .............................. . 
Ornnllo Monntuln ...... ............ . 
Gronn<I ::-qnlrrcl ..................... . 
C1oopn1.rn ............................ . 
l\lnrlo ........ . ........ ........... .. 
Rocky Fork Con I Co ..... ........... .. 

" 
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Cnrpenl('r .. . 
l\l hrnr ....... . 

" 
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fl1rnAllKS. 

J{!Ilocl In shaft 
Kil letl by ft1 II of coal. 
Fnll of_'grouud. 
Full of rock. 
Klllc<l by explosion c1111sell hy ml8se1l holo. 
Hun ove1· hy 1111110 cnr. 
:-.111othere1l bet.woon tho 400 nn<l 500-ft. lovol. 
)�all) g' <lown manwny. 
1ru11 of gronr11l. 
Log brolrnn by foll of ·gronutl. Dlo1l later from 

his lnj11rle8, 
Klllr<l In Hhnft hy blast. 
Thigh broken by st!ck of timbers fnlllng on him. 

Dlc1l latn fl-0111 lnjurlot!. 
Kil loll by Hying con, from 11 !,Inst. 
Kllle<l by 1,trlklng ngulnst the timbers when rill-

Jug on <·nrs. 
KIIIP<l by ca,1:0 s rlklng him on tho he1ul. , 
Klllocl by liromntnro oxplo Ion.
Killed hy inckPL fnlllng 011 him. 
Klllod by fa! I of r, ck. 
Kit led by falllng from hnclrnt In shnft. 
Kil l'-'<l by cnvo of gro11ml. 
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STATE OF l\IO�TANA. 

. 

A __ fe"r minutes past 12 o'clock.on the night of Xon�rnber 
2, 1891, Ja1nes O'Donnell, "'\Yil1ia1n ::\Iartin, Patrick 
:i\Iulligan, .Jarnes G. Snlliva�1, James Roach, �ficliael 3IeEvoy, 
Charles �I. Evans and Dennis Slwug·hnessy "Tere instantl:·v 
killed and John Ritchie received injuries fro1n which he died 
in a fe"· hmu·s. Jerry Harrington "·as injured on the legs. 

These n1en "·ere e1nployed b)r the Anaconda C01npany and 
were "Torking on the 900 and 1,000-foot levels of the .Anaconda 
mine at Butte. 

They got on the east cage, which is a double deck, in com­
pany "ith sonie other men, as both decks ,vere loaded with men 
c0111ing up to lunch. The engineer "·as signaled to hoist to SlU'-

Anaconda Mine
Butte, Montana
November 2, 1891
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face. ,Vhen between the 300 and 400-foot levels he noticed the 
cable turn o,er, and thinking something wa.s ,vrong· he stopped 
and _then started to hoist slowly to the surface. 

Ritchie and Harrington were on the lower deck. The men 
on the cage could not tell just what happened, but that a number 
of men were thrown from the cage, and that it s,vayed and 
jarred before being· stopped. 

I ·was at the hoist about one ho1u· after the accident and 
talked with smne of the men ·who ·were on the cage at the tin1e. 
They differed in regards to the number of persons that were on 
each deck of the cage,_ and s01ne of them told 1ne they had all 
they could do to hold on, and knew but little about it. 

It ·was impossible to ascertain how many men ·were knocked 
off the cage until the eighth man was b�·ought up from the su�1p, 
below the 1,000-foot level. 

Ritchie died shortly afterwards from the injuries he sus­
tained. 

I examined the shaft from. the surface to the 1,000-foot level 
and the timbers "rere all in place and had not taken any ·weight 
to move them so as t-0 mo,e the guides or interfere 1'ith the cage 
c01ning up or going down the shaft. ,Vhen the accident oc­
cu1Ted the cage, in coming up, struck the chairs on the north 
side of the shaft at the 400-foot level and tore them out. About 
f 01u sets a bo,e this the guide on the east side of this compart­
ment 1'-as broken between the -two center pieces about five feet 
in length. The chairs in use, excepting the top one, 1'-hich is a 
spring chair, are dead chairs, which are moved out and in the 
shaft 1'ith a lever. ,Vhen in the shaft, and the cage coming up, 
they are supposed to go out without interfering 1'ith the cage. 
If they ·were in the shaft at the time some perso1i 1nust have put­
then1 in after the cage "\Yent do1'�1, 1'rhic11 I dont think they did. 
If anything became 1\Tong 1'ith t11e bolts that fastened the chairs 
to the ,vall plate the chairs would move out of place and the cap;e 
1'rould catch on them coining up and cause the accident, by shak­
ing the cage and knocking the men fro1n it. Ho1'rever, there 
was notl1ing that I could find out that 1'rould "-arrant n1e to take 
this view of it. There were �Yo men "-hose duties "-ere to go 
through the shaft and exan1ine the chairs and guides e,ei·y 
morning fr01n five o1clock to seven, and the fact that rock was 
being hoisted steadily through both c01npartinents of the �haft 



STATE OF MONTANA. 

until a few minutes before the accident, it seems reasonable that 
if anything -were wrong with the chairs the cage would strike 
them. 

From ,vhat I could learn the more probable case was that 
some one on the upper deck of the cage either fell out or got his 
shoulder caught against the wall plate, crushing hin1 down be­
t,veen the timbers and the upper deck, and striking those on the 
lo-wer deck, would be likely t-0 knock them off. Some of these 
n1eu being caught between the cage and the wall plate would 
push the cage to the other side of the shaft, and forcing· the shoe 
against the guide, breaking it. 

If the sanie thing occurred at the station belo,v it would, 
probably, push the bottom deck of the cage far enough north in 
the shaft to strike the chairs. 

I did not find out the exact nu1nber of 1neu on the cage· as 
the statements on this was somewhat conflicting. 

The foreinan and others stated that the rule ,Yas that only 
·nine persons- should ride on each deck, 1naking eighteen on a
cage, yet there were nineteen or twenty on the ca_ge when the acci­
dent happened, and among then1 wei;e some who had never
·worked much in a mine before and probably kue"'? but little
about holding on a cage.

I 1nade a very careful exa1niuation, and fro1n the iufor­
n1ation I recei,ed I do not think blame could be attached to any­
one for this accident. 
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