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Anaconda Mine
Butte, Montana
November 2, 180

A few minutes past 12 o’clock, on the night of November
2, 1891, James ODonnell, William \Imtln Patrick
\Iulhgan James G. Sullivan, Tames Roach, Michael McIEvoy,
Charles M. Evans and Denms Shauﬂlmessy were instantly
killed and John Ritchie received injuries from which he died
in a few hours. Jerry Harrington was injured on the legs.

These men were employed by the Anaconda Company and
were working on the 900 and 1,000-foot levels of the Anaconda
mine at Butte.

They got on the east cage, which is a double deck, in com-
pam' with some other men, as bo’rh decks were loaded with men
coming up to lunch. The engineer was signaled to hoist to sur-
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face. When between the 300 and 400-foot levels he noticed the
cable turn over, and thinking something was wrong he stopped
and then started to hoist slowly to the surface.

Ritchie and Hairington were on the lower deck. The men
on the cage could not tell just what happened, but that a number
of men were thrown from the cage, and that it swayed and
jarred before being stopped.

I was at the hoist about one hour after the accident and
talked with some of the men who were on the cage at the time.
They differed in regards to the number of persons that were on
each deck of the cage, and some of them told me they had all
they could do to hold on, and knew but little about it.

It was impossible to ascertain how many men were knocked
off the cage until the eighth man was brought up from the sump,
below the 1,000-foot level.

Ritchie died shortly afterwards from the injuries he sus-
tained.

I examined the shaft from the surface to the 1,000-foot level
and the timbers were all in place and had not taken any weight
to move them so as to move the guides or interfere with the cage
coming up or going down the shaft. ‘When the accident oc-
curred the cage, in coming up, struck the chairs on the north
side of the shaft at the 400-foot level and tore them out. About
four sets above this the guide on the east side of this compart-
ment was broken between the two center pieces about five feet
in length. The chairs in use, excepting the top one, which is a
spring chair, are dead chairs, which are moved out and in the
shaft with a lever. WWhen in the shaft, and the cage coming up,
they are supposed to go out without interfering with the cage.
If they were in the shaft at the time some person must have put-
them in after the cage went down, which I dont think they did.
If anything became wrong with the bolts that fastened the chairs
to the wall plate the chairs would move out of place and the cage
would catch on them coming up and cause the accident, by shak-
ing the cage and knocking the men from it. However, there
was nothing that I could find out that would warrant me to take
this view of it. There were two men whose duties were to go
through the shaft and examine the chairs and guides every
morning from five o’clock to seven, and the fact that rock was
being hoisted steadily through both compartments of the shaft
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until a few minutes before the accident, it seems reasonable that
if anything were wrong with the chairs the cage would strike
them.

From what I could learn the more probable case was that
some one on the upper deck of the cage either fell out or got his
shoulder caught against the wall plate, crushing him down be-
tween the timbers and the upper deck, and striking those on the
lower deck, would be likely to knock them off. Some of these
men being caught between the cage and the wall plate would
push the cage to the other side of the shaft, and forcing the shoe
against the guide, breaking it.

If the same thing occurred at the station below it would,
probably, push the bottom deck of the cage far enough north in
the shaft to strike the chairs.

I did not find out the exact nummber of men on the cage as
the statements on this was somewhat conflicting.

The foreman and others stated that the rule was that only
‘nine persons should ride on each deck, making eighteen on a
cage, yet there were nineteen or twenty on the cage when the acci-
dent happened, and among them were some who had never
worked much in a mine before and probably knew but little
about holding on a cage.

I made a very careful examination, and from the infor-
mation I received I do not think blame could be attached to any-
one for this accident.
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